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Laura Dryjanska is Associate Professor at the Rosemead School of Psychology of Biola University in 

Southern California. She obtained a PhD in social psychology (European PhD in Social Representations and 

Communication) in 2012 from the Sapienza University of Rome.  

Dr. Dryjanska is a Polish and Italian citizen, fluent in five languages. She had lived and worked in Poland, 

Ecuador, Italy, and the United States. Recently, she received the Outstanding Early Career Psychologist 

Award from the International Psychology division of the American Psychological Association (APA). 

Dr. Dryjanska’s research interests focus on vulnerable populations and include migration, human 

trafficking, and intergenerational solidarity.  

Almost a decade ago, she conducted mixed-method research with immigrants in Italy and Poland as a part 

of her dissertation. Her interest in immigration has expanded to Spanish-speaking immigrants in the United 

States and English-speaking immigrants in Israel, working on a series of research projects with Dr. Cheryl 

Zlotnick from the University of Haifa. Currently, they have developed a study on the impact of COVID-19 on 

this population. She is also on a research team working on the topic of forced migration, resilience, and 

spirituality in different cultural contexts. 

Dr. Dryjanska has been dedicated to teaching and research on human trafficking, in particular exploring the 

intersectionality of vulnerability of foreign victims of this crime. She has developed a graduate-level course 

on this topic for clinical psychologists in training, concentrating on the complex trauma, trauma bonding, 

resilience, and advocacy. Using the critical social psychological perspective, she has done research on social 

representations, dehumanization, and objectification of human trafficking survivors. Recently, she has also 

been exploring the compounded discrimination of the status of a human trafficking victim and a forced 

migrant. 

The construct of intergenerational solidarity constitutes a common thread when considering diverse 

vulnerable populations. Dr. Dryjanska has used this theoretical framework to study several aspects of aging. 

Her earlier research in Rome featured memories of older inhabitants as a way of preserving intangible 

cultural heritage. Furthermore, in her edited volumes on silver universe, she gathered multidisciplinary and 

international perspectives on aging.  

Dr. Dryjanska endorses the vision of a citizen psychologist, well-rounded professional who applies the 

discipline to social issues, mindful of the public interests. She has done some research on the topic of 

advocacy and ethical responsibility of scientists, comparing different cultural perspectives. Teaching in an 

APA-accredited doctoral program in clinical psychology, she promotes the scientist-practitioner-advocate 

training model. Since the beginning of her career in academia, she has worked closely with clinicians. Her 

own advocacy efforts concentrate on the topics of human trafficking (as an International Ambassador of 

the Rotarian Action Group Against Slavery and a member of the Orange Country Human Trafficking Task 

Force) and aging (as an Ambassador of the Alzheimer’s Impact Movement of the Alzheimer’s Association). 
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